
             

 

     Distance and weariness did not impede the 4-H Club members 

to come together in the Regional Summer Youth Camp with a 

theme “Bringing Innovation and Development in Agriculture 

through 4H Club (BIDA 4H) held at the Agricultural Training Insti-

tute – Regional Training Center, Barcenaga, Naujan on April 23-25, 

2019. About 250 delegates from the different provinces of 

MIMAROPA region are aflamed with anticipation for the different 

activities in their 3-day stay.  

     Jointly hosted by the Provincial Government of Oriental Mindo-

ro through the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office and ATI-MIMAROPA, 

the activity aims to foster camaraderie among the different 4H 

Clubs and promote agriculture development and innovation among 

the youth. 

     The camp commenced with the flag rituals led by 4-H Club of 

Oriental Mindoro. Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine, deli- 

vered the word of acceptance and welcome address emphasizing 

the need for more youth to engage in agriculture and encourage 

them to enrol in agriculture or agriculture-related courses. Present 

also during the opening ceremonies were Engr. Cristina P. Intong, 

the Regional 4-H focal person, Engr. Colleta C. Quindong of DA-

MIMAROPA, and Mr. Ruben P. Jugno, Assistant Director of ATI-RTC

-MIMAROPA who all shared their message of support to the 

participants.  

     The 3-day event was highlighted by the various competitions 

that include song writing and singing contest, spoken poetry, quiz 

bee, on-the-spot canvass painting, terrarium making, food pro-

cessing and Mr. and Ms. 4-H.  

 
     Lectures on Financial Literacy Awareness and Teenage Preg-

nancy were also conducted as well as sharing of success stories 

and travel reports from the 4H members who were selected for a 

study tour abroad which enticed others to become more active in 

their membership. The delegates also engaged in mangrove 

planting activity at Brgy. Mahal na Pangalan, Calapan City where 

150 mangrove propagules were planted. ◘ 

Delegates of the Regional 4-H Youth Camp gathers for a group photo with the organizers from ATI-MIMAROPA and PAgO and MAO’s of the differ-

ent municipalities of Oriental Mindoro, April 23, 2019. 

Oriental Mindoro hosts Regional Summer Youth Camp                             By Lariza V. Garcia 

Some of the highlight activities of the 3-day camp, Mangrove planting activity 

and 4H traditional candle lighting ceremony. 
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PAgO staff undergoes training on banana tissue 
culture production                             By Mark Malaza 

     The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office sent four of its technical personnel for an inten-

sive training on micropropagation, disease indexing and package of technology for bana-

na production at the Institute of Plant Breeding, University of the Phillipines – Los Baños 

on May 7-11, 2019.  

     The capacitation of its staff on banana tissue culture production is in line with PAgO’s 

goal of operationalizing its newly constructed tissue culture laboratory located at the 

Provincial Demo Farm in Merit, Victoria. Its operationalization is vital in sustaining high 

quality and disease-free banana planting materials especially that banana and saba in 

particular is a major commodity of the province.  

     Experts from IPB led by Dr. Olivia P. Damasco, presented a series of lectures and prac-

tical exercises on banana diseases and indexing, preparation of stock and media solu-

tions, sterilization and aseptic techniques, collection of planting materials, establishment 

of initial cultures, sub-culture techniques for micropropagation and rooting, and potting 

out and nursery management. The training team also includes Dr. Fe M. Dela Cueva, Mr. 

Jonathan C. Descalsota and Ms. Michelle Lyka S. Valle both University Researchers at the 

Institute of Plant Breeding (IPB).  

     Dr. Damasco, stressed the importance of a skilled staff and their continual improve-

ment as a key in running a successful tissue culture laboratory. She further commends 

the initiative of PAgO in establishing the laboratory noting that access and availability of 

good quality planting materials is a concern among banana farmers where most planting 

materials are still sourced in Mindanao.  

     The four PAgO staff who took the training are Ms. Manilyn Albania, Ms. Sharmaine 

Cruzado, Ms. Ednalyn Dimaano and Mr. John Mark Malaza. PAgO’s tissue culture facility 

is expected to operationalize within the year. ◘ 
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Facade of PAgO’s Tissue Culture 

Laboratory at the Provincial Demo 

Farm. 

 
Ms. Manilyn Albania, PAgO Agri-
cultural Technologist dissecting 
banana shoot prior to inoculation 
onto the solid culture medium 
during their training at UPLB — 
IPB, May 9, 2019. 
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Mr. Jolly Baculo of Brgy. Tawagan, Calapan 

City receives from PagO Agricultural Techni-

cian, Franklin Cruzat 2 bags of certified Rc160 

rice seeds as part of PagO’s Rice Productivity 

Enhancement Program. June 18, 2019. 
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OrMin rice farmers receive high quality seeds for WS cropping                            
By MMalaza, SARelox and FCruzat      Anchored on Provincial Agriculturist’s 

Office’s Rice Productivity Enhancement 

Program namely the Binhian sa Barangay 

and the Mindoro Rice Branding Program, 

a total of 550 bags of rice seeds was dis-

tributed to rice farmers in June 2019 in 

time for the wet cropping season. This is 

a continued effort of PAgO to provide 

and ensure the availability of high quality 

seeds for the rice farmers of the pro-

vince. 

     The Binhian sa Barangay is a commu-

nity seed banking and exchange that 

could sustain availability of high quality 

seeds. 150 bags of registered seeds that 

include Rc18, Rc160, Rc218 and Rc300 

varieties were distributed to farmers. The 

registered seeds will produce certified 

seeds which are then re-distributed to 

other farmer beneficiaries for the next 

cropping season.  

 PAgO conducts training on Rice Milling Operations and Maintenance 

          The Mindoro Rice Branding Program 

aims to further strengthen the Province’s sta-

tus as the foremost supplier of the Mindoro 

Rice which is popularly known in the market 

as dinorado. To ensure production and availa-

bility of seeds, PAgO distributed a total of 400 

bags of Rc218 variety which is the National 

Seed Industry Council (NSIC) registered varie-

ty for the dinorado rice. ⃝ 

 On top of these, PAgO facilitated the 

distribution of a total of 4,300 bags of certi-

fied seeds such as Rc222, Rc216, Rc402, Rc18, 

and Rc160 from DA-MIMAROPA as part of its 

rehabilitation program for the drought affect-

ed rice areas of the province.  The province 

was greatly affected by drought during the 

months of March and April affecting 2,890 

hectares of rice farms. The number of seeds 

allocated to each municipality depends on the 

extent of the affected rice areas. ◘ 

By MMalaza, JBay-ongan and FCruzat 

     The Provincial Agriculture Office recently conducted a series of 

training on rice milling operations and maintenance on May 29-31, 

2019 in three different venues across the province. It specifically 

catered to farmers associations’ who are the beneficiaries of the rice 

processing centers established by the Department of Agriculture. 

Attended by a total of 40 participants the training aims to upgrade 

and enhance the knowledge and skills particularly that of the opera-

tors and its workers in rice mill operations, maintenance and trou-

bleshooting.  

     Among the RPC’s where the training was conducted are the 

Naujan Farmers Association (NAFA) RPC in Tigkan, Naujan on May 

29, the Bukluran Multipurpose Cooperative RPC in Roxas on May 30 

and the Mindoro Rice Processing Center in Bongabong one of the 

largest rice processing centers in the province. 

     Engr. Jay Jovan Cataloctocan of DA-MIMAROPA served as the 

resource person. At the conclusion of each training, Engr. Jefte DC 

Bay-ongan, the Provincial Rice Coordinator leads the distribution of 

specially designed rice sacks to these farmer associations as part of 

the Mindoro Rice Branding Program, an initiative of PAgO to en-

hance market competitiveness of Mindoro Rice and boost the prov-

ince’s status as the primary supplier of the aromatic dinorado rice in 

Metro Manila and neighboring regions. ◘ 

Engr. Cataloctocan of DA-MIMAROPA delivers his lecture with the mill oper-

ators and workers of NAFA RPC and inset shows Engr. Bay-ongan (leftmost) 

turnovers the branded rice sacks to members of Bukluran Multipurpose 

Cooperative led by Ms. Editha F. Partido (2nd from left). 



     Adverse effect of climate change is greatly felt by the province 

which was reflected on the damage caused by drought in the 

past few months. To provide farmers with knowledge and skills 

on drought adaptation and mitigation practices, the Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office conducted a training on Climate Adaptive 

Soil Management Practices on May 30-31, 2019 at Vencio’s Gar-

den Hotel and Restaurant, Calapan City. It was attended by 36 

participants, composed of Agricultural Extension Workers (AEW), 

Local Farmer Technicians, and farmers.  

     Dr. Jose Nestor M. Garcia, Associate Professor I and Mr. Rene 

L. Limosinero, University Researcher, from College of Agriculture 

and Food Science, University of the Philippines served as re-

source persons of the said training. They discussed the following: 

soil, soil dynamics, soil physical and chemical properties, soil 

problems, climate change adaptation, improving soil fertility, 

basic agroforestry and soil conservation and management prac-

tices. 

     “Naaangkop sa panahon ang pagsasanay. Malaking kaalaman, 

talino, at kapakinabangan ito.’’, says one participant. ◘ 

Farmers learn climate adaptive 
soil management practices  

Group photo of the training participants on Climate Adaptive Soil Management 

Practices with the resource person, Dr. Garcia (seated-right) and Mr. Limosinero 

(seated-left), May 31, 2019. 

     In its aim to make fisherfolks economically productive while 

protecting the environment where they primarily operate, the 

Provincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted a series of workshops 

on “Biodiversity-Friendly Enterprise Business Planning” for Peo-

ple’s Organizations managing Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in 

Oriental Mindoro. The workshops which were held on-site in the 

various MPAs were conducted on May 2019 in collaboration with 

consultants from the UNDP-SMARTSEAS Project. 

     Among the POs that took part of the workshops are the Sama-

hang Pangkabuhayanng Taga-Dulangan and Tabinay Livelihood 

managing the Puerto Galera Mangrove Conservation and Eco-

Tourism Area (May 8-10, 2019), the Kabisig ng Mangingisdang Ilag 

managing the Punta Ilag Fish Sanctuary (May 20-21, 2019), the 

Samahan ng Mangingisdang Ranzo managing the Ranzo Fish Sanc-

tuary (May 22-24, 2019), the Samahan ng Mangingisda ng Agsalin 

managing the Agsalin Fish Sanctuary (May 2-30 2019), the Baran-

gay Maasin MPA  Association managing the Maasin Marine Pro-

tected Area (May 30 – June 1, 2019), and the Kalikasan at Kabuha-

yan para sa Mamamayan ng Barangay  Lazareto (KAKAMBAL) 

managing the Harka Piloto Fish Sanctuary (June 3-5,2019).  

     Key members of these PO’s have participated in the activity 

where they crafted business plans for their respective eco-

tourism ventures. They were trained on how to organize services 

offered, appropriate and uniform pricelist of services and prod-

ucts, safety and security of tourists (for eco-tourism sites) and 

ensure that all activities are environment- friendly or has less ne- 

gative impact to the environment. ◘ 

By Marilyn Alcañices, Rhodora Emilia Ramiento and  Mark Malaza 

UNDP-SMARTSEAS Consultant Mr. Ronald Lagazo presents the results of 

the Rapid Viability Assessments of the MPAs in Oriental Mindoro with 

one of the MPA POs as part of the Biodiversity Friendly Enterprise work-

shop. 

By Elizabeth Sanchez, Romelyn Ebora and Mariannell Ramos 
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     Calapan City — The Provincial Agriculturist Office recently 

conducted a training on post harvest handling of high value 

commercial crops on June 20-21, 2019 at Vencio’s Garden Ho-

tel and Restaurant, Calapan City. It was attended by two batch-

es of trainees composed of 72 farmers particularly on onion, 

calamansi, banana and vegetable from the different municipali-

ties of the province. The training aims to enhance their 

knowledge and awareness on reducing production losses and 

potential profit due to improper postharvest handling.  

 

     Ms. Leonisa A. Artes, University Extension Specialist II of the 

University of the Philippines – Los Banos, Postharvest Horticul-

ture and Research Center served as the resource person. Ms. 

Artes, imparted to the participants the basic principle on post-

harvest handling, harvesting, maturity indices, and market 

preparations which include sorting, washing, disinfection, rip-

ening regulation. Storage techniques and packaging to pro-

mote product marketability was likewise discussed.  

 

     PAgO’s Agro Technology Resources and Management Divi-

sion led by Mr. Venerando M. Sanchez, Jr. organized the train-

ing which was also participated by Agricultural Extension Work-

ers of the different municipalities. Participants with large pro-

duction areas were also identified as recipients for storage 

crates to be distributed by PAgO as part of its intervention un-

der the high value commercial crops program. ◘ 

5                 April — June 2019 

     Calapan City — The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office in collaboration 

with the Department of Science and Technology – Provincial Office, 

conducted a forum on packaging, labelling and food safety of pro-

cessed banana and other emerging products on May 31, 2019 at Ven-

cio’s Garden Hotel and Restaurant, Calapan City. 

     Among the twenty-five (25) Rural Based Organizations (RBOs) are 

the Samahang ng mga Nagkakaisang Magsasaka ng Puerto Galera, 

San Juan Improvement Club, Banana Food Products Association, Nar-

ra Coconut Farmers Association, Cawayan Agrarian Reform Benefi-

ciaries Association of Bongabong, Mother’s Class of Saclag Associa-

tion and Malabo Agri-Tourism Association. The organizations were 

also beneficiaries of financial assistance awarded by PAgO in 2018 in 

support of their respective projects and livelihood enterprises. 

     Engr. April Joy Patalen and Ms. Ma. Christine M. Caringal both of 

DOST-Oriental Mindoro were tapped as resource persons and con-

sultants. Patalen, shared her expertise on product packaging and 

labelling such as the kind of materials needed for packaging and man-

datory label requirements of food products. Caringal for her part em-

phasized on the importance of food safety and good manufacturing 

practices in the products of local agri-based processed products. 

     The RBO’s also provided updates on their respective projects and 

engagements especially on the financial grants that were awarded to 

them. ◘ 

PAgO conducts training on postharvest handling of 

high value commercial crops   By MAlbania and HDimapilis 

2nd batch of training participants gathers for a group photo with Ms. 

Leonisa Artes, UPLB University Extension Specialist II, resource person 

(standing 2nd from left) of the training on Postharvest Handling at 

Vencio’s Hotel, June 21, 2019 . 

Engr. April Joy Patalen of DOST- Oriental Mndoro, tackles the importance of 

product packaging with the forum participants at Vencio’s Garden Hotel, 

Calapan City (May 31, 2019). 
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     The Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro through the 

Provincial Agriculturist’s Office facilitated a 3-day workshop on 

Integrated Coastal Management Plan for the municipalities of 

Pola and Pinamalayan on May 8-10, 2019 at Feraren Hills Resort, 

Calapan City. An Integrated Coastal Management (ICM) Plan is an 

important document that will help guide local government ac-

tions for a more effective management of coastal resources.  

     The workshop was attended by key officers and representa-

tives of the LGUs of Pola and Pinamalayan, including the Munici-

pal Agriculture Officer and their Coastal Resource Management 

Officers, designated Municipal Environment and Natural Re-

sources Officers, Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Officer and the Municipal Planning and Development Office 

Coordinators.   

     Ms. Rhodora Cheryl Montoya, PAgO consultant on ICM Plan-

ning, assisted the office in facilitating the activity. The planning 

activity follows the “ecosystem approach to fisheries manage-

ment” and “ridge to reef” approach as the basis on the formula-

tion of the LGU’s respective ICM Plan. These approaches are ex-

pected to result in the development of coastal resource that is 

sustainable while continually providing livelihood, eco-tourism 

and other socio-economic activities for the local population. ◘ 
     The province’s banner commodities’ production has been great-

ly threatened by pests and diseases, climate change, and soil deg-

radation. Prompted by this, the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office 

initiated the Consultancy for Agricultural Productivity Enhance-

ment (CAPE) Program, which was adopted from the Department of 

Science and Technology (DOST) that seeks to institutionalize effec-

tive farm management strategies through transfer of modern tech-

nologies, aiming to improve agricultural production and maximize 

economic growth. 

     This year, a series of training for various banner commodities of 

the province was conducted. The training on Agricultural Produc-

tivity Enhancement of Rice was conducted on May 24 at Mansalay, 

Calamansi on May 28 at Roxas, and Banana on June 13 at Pinama-

layan. It was participated by a total of 61 farmers.  

     Dr. Norvie L. Manigbas,  Dr. Calixto M. Protacio, and Dr. Lavern-

ee S. Gueco served as the technical experts on rice, calamansi, and 

banana respectively. They also serve as resource persons on the 

said trainings. 

     The initial phase of the project targeted the first district of the 

province, namely Pola, Socorro, and Baco. Five farmer cooperators 

for each banner commodity (rice, calamansi, banana) were select-

ed and were given technical assistance and provided with specific 

recommendations to improve farm productivity. 

Workshop participants composed of key LGU personnel, PAgO staff and Ms. 

Rhodora Cheryl Montoya (1st on left – seated) gathers for a group photo during 

the culmination of the 3-day Planning Workshop on Integrated Coastal Manage-

ment for Pola and Pinamalayan at Feraren Hills Resort, Calapan City. May 10, 

2019. 
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PGOrM-PAgO led ICM Planning Workshop for LGU’s       By Marilyn Alcañices, Rhodora Emilia Ramiento  

CAPE boosts province’s banner com-
modities production 
By Sharmaine Cruzado and Mariannell Ramos 

     Thru this program and other innovative initiatives, Oriental Min-

doro looks forward to retaining the titles of Rice Granary of 

MIMAROPA, Calamansi King of the country, and the Banana King 

of the Region. ◘ 

Rice farmer-cooperators from Mansalay on Agricultural Productivity Enhance-

ment joined by project consultant Dr. Norvie L. Manigbas of PhilRice (leftmost) 

and Mr. Christian M. Generato, PAgO Agriculturist II (right). May 24, 2019 



Training participants listen to Mr. Nelson Gabutero, Sr. (center) during the practical 

exercises in the training on Developing an Integrated and Diversified Climate Resilient 

Farm at the Gabutero Organic Farm, June 25, 2019. 

     Calapan City — The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office in its 

intent to provide farmers with knowledge and skills on inte-

grated pest management during drought season, conducted 

training on Climate Adaptive Integrated Pest Management on 

May 27-28, 2019 at Calapan City. It was attended by 30 par-

ticipants composed of farmers and local farmer technicians. 

     Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is the modern concept 

of pest management which is based on ecological principles 

and integration of different control tactics into a pest man-

agement system. It also defined as integrated control of pests 

using biocontrol agents. 

     Dr. Pablito G. Gonzales, University Researcher from the 

National Crop Protection Center (NCPC) served as resource 

person of the said training. He discussed about pests, moni-

toring and management of rice insect pests, and climate and 

biological control agents for pests. He also taught participants 

on making pheromone traps.  

     In view of the current climate stresses and phenomenon, 

control of pests and use of biocontrol agents, thus Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM), is indeed timely and relevant. ◘ 

     Prolonged dry spells and stronger rains cause great risk to farming. 

Likewise, farmers’ dependency on a single crop is likely to put their 

livelihood in peril. In an effort to promote agricultural technologies 

that could mitigate and adapt to the effect of climate change, the Pro-

vincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted a training on Developing Inte-

grated and Diversified Climate Resilient Farms on June 24-25, 2019 at 

the Gabutero Organic Farm and Resort in Brgy. Labonan, Bongabong. 

     The training was participated by 39 farmers and students coming 

from the municipalities of Roxas and Bongabong. Mr. Nelson Gabutero 

who also owns and operates the Gabutero Organic Farm, a recognized 

Learning Site in the MIMAROPA region served as the resource speaker. 

The participants were exposed to the various operations of the farm 

and learn some strategies on production technologies for both live-

stock and crops. Promotion of diversified farming and the integration 

of its different components was given emphasis. The use of indigenous 

and agriculture by-products in making organic concoctions such as the 

Oriental Herbal Nutrients, Fermented Plant Juice and Fermented Fruit 

Juice was also demonstrated.  

     The Senior High School students from Vicente B. Ylagan National 

High School which is also a partner of PAgO in some of its projects, 

receive vegetable seeds, seedling trays and mulching film for their 

school garden which functions as a learning and demo site for its stu-

dents. The farmer participants likewise received seedling trays from 

PAgO.  

     Mr. Ramilo Lorenzo U. Ostil, Supervising Agriculturist and Technical 

Services Division Chief of PAgO, also one of the resource speakers, 

encouraged farmers to diversify their farm and avoid reliance on a 

single crop. ◘ 

Training participants listen to Dr. Pablito Gonzales of UPLB-NCPC during his 

lecture on the use of bio-control agents in managing pest infestation (May 

27, 2019). 
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PAgO trains farmers, students develop climate resilient 

farms                                              By MMalaza and Lariza V. Garcia 

PAgO conducts  IPM train ing  
By REbora, Mariannell Ramos, JBay-ongan 

Mr. Ramilo Ostil discussing climate change and agriculture (right) and 

group photo of training participants on Developing Integrated and Diversi-

fied Climate Resilient Farms, June 25, 2019. 
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PAgO Staff and calamansi farmers from Pola, Naujan 

and Victoria joins the SEARCA and UPLB Project Team 

on Upgrading the Calamansi Value Chain Towards 

Improving the Calamansi Industry of Oriental Mindoro 

in a “Lakbay-aral” in Nueva Ecija, Nueva Vizcaya and 

Tarlac on June 24-27, 2019.  

PAgO staff conducts Focus Group Discussion with 

Calamansi farmers of Brgy. Matulatula, Pola in connec-

tion with PAgO’s project on Calamansi and Mindoro 

Rice Farmers Registry System, June 28, 2019. 

Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine with Korean 

Global Green Growth Country Representative Mr. 

Juhern Kim during their visit at the PDF with GGGI staff 

Mr. Rhoel Bernardo and Mr. Pepe Nebril together with 

representatives from DTI, DOST and other stakeholders. 

April 9, 2019. 

Survey team of PAgO and DENR—PENRO during the 

mangrove assessment in Brgy. Wawa, Calapan City on 

April 12, 2019. 
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Sta. Cruz, Naujan fisherfolks receive fishery  

inputs from PGOrM                          
      Naujan, Or. Mindoro — Small-scale fish-

ermen of Sta. Cruz, Naujan received gill 

nets from the Provincial Government of 

Oriental Mindoro through the Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office in an effort to improve 

the fishery sector of the locality. A total of 

40 recipients were awarded with the fish-

ing gears on June 6, 2019 with Ms. Marilyn 

M. Alcañices, PAgO – Fishery and Coastal 

Resource Management Division Chief and  

Brgy. Captain Lemuel G. Romualdez of Sta. 

Cruz, Naujan leading the distribution. 

     The surface gill nets, which the locals call 

largarete is the most common fishing meth-

od used by fishermen of this coastal baran-

gay. The daily fish catch of the beneficiaries 

will be recorded to include in the fishery 

production data being gathered by this 

office through the respective Fishery Exten-

sion Workers of each municipalities. ◘ 

Ms. Marilyn M. Alcañices, PAgO – FCRM Division 

Chief led the distribution of gill nets (shown inset) 

to 40 fishermen in Sta. Cruz, Naujan.  

PHOTO NEWS 

By Marilyn Alcañices and MMalaza 

Hon. Salvador Py, Municipal Mayor of San Teodoro 

welcomes the AEWs during the MAOs/MAs/CAOs 

meeting on June 21, 2019 at San Tedoro, Or. Mindoro. 

Spray dryer, a machine that could produce 
powder out of fruit extract is one of the latest 
addition of food-processing machineries at the 
PDF’s Agri-processing Center. Installed in June, 
the machine would further diversify the variety of 
products that can be produced in the facility 
which already have a vacuum fryer and cabinet 
dryer/dehydrator. 

An aerial view of the Provincial Demo Farm in Merit, 

Victoria showing its various facilities that include Agri-

processing Center, Training Centers, Tissue Culture 

Laboratory, Clonal Nurseries, Fishponds, among others. 

A Soils Laboratory, Pest Clinic and Dormitory is under 

construction. 


